Wildlife

DO’S AND DON'TS

It is best to call your local animal services as raccoons can
be dangerous, biting and scratching when scared or
threatened. They are the most frequently recorded carrier
of rabies, so if you or your animal come in contact with
one, you should get treatment as soon as possible. Call
your local animal services for help.

Skunks produce a pungent liquid smell when threatened.
If you come across one it is best to call local animal
services. Skunks can also be carriers of rabies so if you
see one displaying odd or sick behavior alert the local
services.

handle bats if you do not have proper training or
PPE. They are the leading cause of rabies in humans and it
one is grounded, lethargic or biting you should alert
animal services. If any person or animal comes in contact
with one, it is best to get treatment as soon as possible.

Opossums are very misunderstood and are one of the few
mammals that are not a carrier of rabies. They will often
“play dead” when scared rather than fight. If you come
across one that may be sick or injured, wait a few minutes
to see if the condition changes. If handed safely the can
be picked up like a cat, (not by their tail) but remember
to check their front pouch (females) for any babies!

First sign of injured/sick or abandoned bird is the inability
to fly. Usually birds in shock just need a few minutes to
recover and then fly off, but if one has obvious sign of
injury or is grounded for long period of time, animal
services should be called. Birds can be handled safely, by
covering them with a towel or blanket to keep them calm
and encircling their body and wings. However if they are
aggressive or predator bird, it is best to wait for help.
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